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SIR, 1 
eO U are now grown ſo conſpi- 
. N 7 


V cuous in this Place, and fo 
2 2 formidable in your popular 


\ 


juſtly excuſed for enquiring 
into the Character of a Man, 
1 who has ſo ingroſt the Re- 
ſpect of the Commonalty ; 


4 


5 


one who has become the very Idol of the Mob, 
and the venerable Object of their Adoration! 
I was the more induced to this Enquiry, upon 
account of the notorious Infractions of late that 
have been made * the publick Peace by 

| 2 . © the 


the Riots of the Populace, who pretended to 
have enliſted under yeur Banner, and covered 
themſelves under the Weight of your Name 


and Authority. For, if it be really true, 


that, by impoſing upon the Underſtanding oi 


the Ignorant, by trafficking with their Con- 
ſciences ; it by proſtituting the ſacred Truths 


of the Goſpel, to maintain your own vain Opi- 
nions; if by ſoothing and accomodating your 


ſelf to the Prejudices even of the Weak and the 


Wicked; you have engroft this popular Re- 
ſpeX and mobbiſh Influence; and if you em- 
ploy your Power, naturally reſulting from 

at Reſpect and Influence, to gratify your own 
little Reſentments, to raiſe publick Diſturban- 


ces, (a) and violate the Peace and Order of, 
Society; 1 74 it the Duty of an honeſt | 


Man to expoſe the Author of theſe Diſorders, 
to ſhow this blind Guide in his proper Colours, 
and to .pull him down from that Elevation to 
which he is exalted by pious Fraud and -reli- 
gious Artifice. And, if theſe Facts ſhould have 
| — with Injuſtice applied to you, I thought 
it would afford you an Opportunity of making 
a full Vindication of your ſelf, and removin 


"thoſe Prejudices with which the better Part o 


Mankind ſeem __ too juſt Grounds tobe | 


prepoſſeſs d againſt you. Upon which Account 
you will allow me to ask you' a few Queſ- 
tions relating to your Conduct, that, after 
p 15 Enquiry, I may paſs a juſt and imparti- 


pr 
al ju * 
5 Now, 


dgment upon your Character. 


(a) The Mobs 47 Perth in 1733 and July 1735. 
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Now Sir, Is it true, that a certain Gentle« 


man (a) bearing Office in this Place, too unjuſt- 


ly, perhaps, prepoſſeis d with a good Opinion of 
your Piety and Learning, did employ his ut- 
moſt Influence in order to bring you to your 
preſent Charge? That after his good Offices had 
taken Effect, and you had been ordained in this 


Place, he entertained you in his Family for 
ſome Years, with a ſingular Humanity and un- 


paralell'd Hoſpitality? Is it true, I ſay, Sir, 


that atter all theſe Favours, after all theſe In- 


ſtances of true Friendſhip and uncommon Ge- 
neroſity, you not only made no grateful Reſent- 


ment or Acknowledgement of them, but, on 
the contrary,” becauſe this Gentleman, follow 


ing the Light of his own Conſcience, hath ſe- 
parated from you and your Church, you are be- 
come his mortal Enemy? Is it true, Sir, that 


1 a mere Difference in Principle f 


eight enough, not only to cancel ſo many Ob- 


| 8 on your Part, but to ſandtify all theſe 
vile 


little Arts, which you wy to defame, 
and render the Man as well as his Principle 
odious? It this is true, Sir, Is not the Conſe- 
quence plain, and my Judgment on your Cha- 
racter juſt, That you are a Son of Ingratitude, 
and a Servant of the Works of Darkneſs? | 
Is it true, Sir, that after by the Indulgence of 


the Legiſhture, and from Reaſons of mere pub- 


lick Conveniency, the Pregbyterian Church had 
been eſtabliſned in room of Epi/copacy, you have 
forgot the Rod with which your Party was for- 
merly ſcourged, and in your Turn of Power, 

| A 3 : main- 
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i 
maintain the Juſtice of Severities, nay, down- 
right Force and Perſecution againſt thoſe of an 
oppoſite Perſwaſion; which the ſame Legiſla- 


ture, under which alone you can claim the Ju- 


ſtice of your Eſtabliſhment, has been pleaſed 
to tolerate ? If this 1s true, Is not my Judgment 
ſtill juſt, That you are a wicked Perſecutor, 
and bad Subjed, an Enemy to true Religion, 
and a Firebrand in Civil Society? Th Nh 
Is it true, Sir, that becaule a late Miniſter (a) 
of this Place, your Collegue in the Charge, ap- 
prehenſive 't the dangerous Conſequences of 
your Doctrine, did endeavour to mitigate the 
Poiſon, and to take off the Edge of that Reſent- 


ment, which you had, with too good Succeſs, 
propagated among the Populace, not only a- 


gainſt thoſe of a different Perſwaſion, but even: 
ſome of the moſt worthy in your own Church, 
whoſe Learning and good 


ſet your ſelf in Oppoſition againſt him; that you 


Life had incurred 
your Reſentment? Is it true, I ſay, Sir, that you 


endeavoured and did actually defeat hisLabours, 


rendred his Charge uneaſy to him, and proſecu- 
ted the good Man with endleſs Calumny, and an 
unrelenting Spirit of Revenge to the Day of his 


* 


Death? 


Is it true, dir, that becauſe a Spirit of Learn- 


ing and true Piety have taken Place among the 


oung Clergy of your Church; that you, fired 
y Ambition, jealous of Rivalſhip, and afraid of 


being beat out of your Popularity, have under- 


taken open Enmity, not only againſt the Men, 
but their Merit; and that no young Men are to 


be” be 


*"— 


— — — 
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(a) Atr. Stewart late Miniſter in Perch, 


* 
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offered ſuch Violences that he was obliged to 


. 


be ſeen in your good Graces, but thoſe noto- 
rious for their wretched Ignorance ? _ _ 
Is it true; Sir, that after a certain Miniſter of 
ur Party (a) had been convicted of groſs Ca- 
umny defore an eminent Judicature (H) of your 
Church, and open Inſult and Contempt of that 
ſame Judicature, you join'd him in his Diſobe- 


- dience, and became aſſociate in his Guilt; That, 


after a Cenſure had been impoſed bythat Judi- 
cature upon him, and he appealing, the Cenſure 
had been confirmed by the Aſſembly, (c) you 
did notwithſtanding remonſtrate and — bs 2 
of its Injuſtice, and.prompted by Revenge, ſen- 
ſible of your Power and Influence, you did, in- 
ſtead of acknowledging your Miſtake, defame 
and traduce in printed Libles the Members who 
compoſed that venerable Body, Men the moſt 
approved of the whole Church for Learning and 
Integrity; and that, after the great Lenity uſed 
by the Aſſembly to reclaim you, you continued 
in your Diſobedience, and was at laſt thrown 
2 of the Church as (4) an unworthy Mem- 
BY. 1 p 1 
Is it. true, Sir, that when a certain Miniſter, (e) 
who had been appointed, according to the Form 


of the Church, to declare the Vacancy of your 


Charge, was coming to Ferth for that End, you ſtir- 
red up the Mobot the Town againſt him, whowent 
out in great Numbers, and having met the Gen- 
tleman in his Road, a ſhort Way from the Place, 


re- 


(a) Me Ebenezer Era line. ( b) The ywd at Perth, in 
1732 (c ) In May 1733. (d) By Sentence of the Aſembly 


1733. (e) Mr. Ferguſon Miniſter at Killin. 


n 
return Home again becauſe of the Danger? Is 
it true, Sir, that you approved of theſe infults, | 
and applauded the Zeal of the Rioters? And, | 
if true, was it agreeable to that Submiſſion, 
that Patience, that Reſignation and Forbear- 
ance which the Goſpel enjoins, and of which 
dur Saviour has ſet us ſo ſtrong an Example, 
who reproved the Violences of Peter, even 
when committed out of Zeal for his Perſon ? 
Onght not you rather ( ſuppoſing always the 
Truth of theſe Facts, and even ſu; poſing your 
Innocency ) to have willingly quitted a poſt * 
you was no longer able to maintain without 
bick Diſturbances; and open Contempt of 
athority ? Why adhere to a Gharge, in which 
by the Laws Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ' you had 
no Right? Why not retire from the Commu- 
nion of a Church, ſo deſperately corrupt as you 
then repreſented her to be, with ſilent Submiſ- 
ſion, and becoming Regrete? Was it the Sti- 
pend which gave ſuch a Meaſure to your Con- 
duct? Is this the Bond of Union between you 
and the Church, to which, they ſay, you have 
no Attachment in any other Particular? More 
Money, more Power, more blind Reſpect, they 
fay, are the Ends you aim at, and that you 
make Religion ſubſervient to theſe Purpoſes. / 
Is it true, Sir, that after you and your Party: 
had put every Wheel in Motion, and employ- 
ed all their Cunning and Power to pack an Aſ- 
ſembly with Men of your own Complexion, in 


: * | order to reſtore you againſt the former juſt Sen- 
f tence, that theſe very Men ſhould notwithftand- 
7 ing affirm. your Guilt, and, like a Rebel too 


4 powerful for his Sovereign to puniſh; only for- 
| as Es gave 


W © 1 


gave the Puniſhment, ſenſible of your attrocious 
Delinquency, they could not difapprove of the 
jaſt. Sentence of the preceeding Aſſembly; and, 
afraid of your Power and Influence, they took off 
its Effect, and reſtored you to. the Peace of the 
Church, which you had -ſhamefully forfeited by 
your Diſobedience? | GEES 

Is it true, Sir, that you have turned your 
Godlineſs into Gain ? That you have taken upon 
you the odious Task of the Church of Rome; and 
the loweſt Drudgery of the Prieſt ?- That you at- 
terd the Sick * with no other Deſign than to intro- 
duce your ſelf into the Will? That you have 
turned abſolute Director of their Conſciences, on- 
ly that you may be the more ſecure Maſter of 
the Purſes of your deluded Votaries? Is it true, 
that there are two flagrant Inftances of ſuch pi- 
ous. Donations elicit by -you, one of them to the 


Prejudice of a great many Friends, in Breach - 
of Juſtice, conſidering the Nearneis of Relation, 


and in Breach ot Charity, conſidering the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Perſons z and that you ftill enjoy the 
Spoils of that ſacrileg ious Rapine? OY 
Is it true, Sir, that you are not content to 

deal only in your own Province, by direQing the 
Conſciences of Men, but that, prompted by Am- 
bition, and ſpiritual Pride, you have ſtruck even 
beyond that Sphere, and pretend to regulate in 
the innocent Diverſions and Amuſements of Life? 


* Strange 


—— 
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Frauen Collen; late Dean of Guild in abig Place, left bim 4 
Houſe and a conſiderable Shave of his Moveables, notewithanding bs 
had agreat many per Relations, almoſt all be bad. 
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Strange | That a cheerful Countenance ſhould be 
accounted ſo criminal, and that you ſhould deſire 
all Mankind to wear the ſame grave Face with 
your ſelf. . | | 
Is it true, Sir, that the Maſter of the School 
(a) in this Place, one juſtly. amiable in his private 
Character, and admired for his Capacity as a 
Teacher, having differed from you in ſome Things 
relating to the Education ot- the young Gentle- 
men under his Care, did ſo far incur your Reſent- 
ment, that he was not only anathematized by you 
in the Pulpit (the Sanctuary of Scandal, and the 
privileged Place for Calumny) but was brought 
before the Seſſion, (b) that Miniature Model of the 
Inquiſition, where, they ſay, you preſide as grand 
Inquiſitor ? Is it true, Sir, that becauſe this 


Gentleman would not ſubmit to a Power which 


that Court had not, becauſe he reclaimed from a 
Iurisd iction which he thought uſurp'd (the Super- 
intendency of Schools being by Law veſted ' in 
Presbytries) that you conceived mighty Reſent- 
ments and Prejudices againſt him? Is it true, I 
ſay, Sir, that in order to gratify that Reſent- 
ment, and in confequence ot theſe Prejudices, you 
was guilty of that black Forgery, in contriving 
and propogating a Scandal of a moſt flagrant Na- 
ture againſt the Gentleman; and that, in order to 
{upport it, you muſter'd up a falſe Evidence, two 
Ruights (c) of the Poſt of notoriouſly wicked 


Lives 


ꝙ x — 
- 


a. M. Martine.- ' (b) The Seſſion of Perth. (c) Lindſey 
12nd Slieels. a | ; 


1 1 
Lives and abandoned Characters? Is it true, that 
the ſame Gentleman was brought upon Account 
of this very Scandal ( n you was ſaid to 
bel the Father) before the Bar of that Cenſorial 
Court (a) where you preſide, and where he might 
have expected to find little Mercy? . Is it true, 
that the Gentleman having appealed from that 
Court to a' ſuperior Judicature, (5) that you en- 
deavoured by tricking, intriguing, deceiving, 
and lying, to have the Appeal rejected, and the 
Game brought back to your own Management? 
Is it true, Sir, that .by impoſing upon the 
Weak, and miſleading the Well- meaning, you 
brought ſeveral reputable: Men to .ſupport you 
in the Forgery? Is it true, Sir, that the better 
Part of Mankind, and Numbers of Gentlemen of 
Diſtinction, nnanimouſly convinced of the Inno- 
cence of the Gentleman, condemned ſuch an odi- 
ons Proſecution , they in their private Judgments 
accquitted him of the Calumny, and placed the 
Cenſure on its proper Object? Is it true, Sir, (for 
now I ſhall argue upon the Suppoſition of that 
Gentleman's Guilt ) that you was frequently clo- 
ſeted up wittthe Witneſſes, who were intended 


E B 2 ; A to 


ts. 


(a) The Seſſion of Perth. (b) The Presbytry of Perth, 
i A 8 ; 

Nota. This Matter ( the blackeſt Scene perhaps that wvas ever 
contrived ) began in February, or March 1735, and is now under 
Appeal to t he Synod of Perth and Stirling, «hich Appeal vas lodg- 
ed by the Seſſion of Perth, ( <vhere Wilſon is the leading Member) 
againſt the Sentence of the Presbytery, cuba acquitted Mr. Matin, 
notwithſtanding the induſtrious Management of ſome of the Members, 
even of that Pudicature, to precure acontrary ꝓudg ment. ; 


3 


to have been brought in Proof of the Scandal, that 


you had them fecretly conveyed into your own 
Houſe, in order to inſtruct them in their Evi- 
dence, but, as you are ſaid to have termed it, to 
deal with their Conſciences? Was this fair in a 
Judge, admitting you had lien under no other 
Suſpicion of Partiality? To deal with one's Con- 
ſcience, in this Senſe, is it not, Sir, plainly a- 
- dopting the worſt Practice of the Church of Rome, 
who, tis obſerved, by means of this ſecret Con- 


| feſſion of the Prieſt, never want Inſtruments fit 


and abandoned enough for undertaking the worft 
Actions? 2 


Is it true, Sir, that in your miniſterial Cha- 


racer you are guilty of groſs Neglect, and the 
higheſt Preſumption ag-iuſt the Divinity itſelt? 
That, inſtead of inculcating the Maxims ot Mo- 


rality, the great Precepts of Love to God, and 
Charity to our Neighbour, that compendiary Sy- | 


ſtem as our Saviour informs us of Chriſtianity, 


and enforcing theſe Precepts with proper Motives 


from Natural as well as Revealed Religion; you 


have deſtroyed that Law, which our Saviour 


came to fulfil, by repreſenting it as naught, and 
and delude your blinded Audience with airy 
Speculations concerning Faith, mere Phantoms 
in Religion, which are no where to be found but 
in the School-divinity, or the Brains of a hot En- 
thuſiaſt? That you betray your Hearers into ſenſe- 
lefs Diſtinctions, and 1 * their Minds a- 
gainſt the whole World beſide your own Party, in 
order to ſerve the Ends of your Pride and Ambi- 
tion? That you deceive them into a dangerous and 

reſumptuous Belief of their own ſuperlative Ho- 
[incl induce to think them, that in order to be 
' righteous, nothing more is neceſſary than to be- 

lieve they really are lo? You are it ſeems an 
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eaſy Cafuite, you ſerve the cy abs the ſame 
Cour: as, the Jeſuite Conſeſſors do great Princes; 

with a ſhght Confeſſion, and ealy Penance : For 
to believe, Sir, is eaſier than to practiſe ; and Per- 
{ecation and Hatred are Docirines more agreeabls 
to the Prejudices of human Nature than Love 
and Forgiveneſs Is it thus you play the Quack, 
will the Conſciences of Mankind, by impo- 
ſing your falſe Medicines upon them, and ask- 
ing in Return a large Share of Veneration 
and Reſpect ? Is it true, Sir, that you are 


' guilty of the groſs Preſumption of applying 


thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which were either 
literally applicable to the good Men of old, 
or prophetically ſpoke of the Meſſub, to your 
own perſonal Character, and affixing the ſeveral 


Characters of the Wicked to thoſe whom you deem 


your Enemies? Is not this in the firſt Inſtance, 
making the Scripture the Inftrument of your Am- 
bition, and, in the ſecond, proftituting and deba- 
ſing it to the loweſt and very worſt Purpoſes? 

Is it true, Sir, that you was the Author of that 
Riot and Infolence lately committed by the Mob 
of this Place upon a poor (a) Stranger? He ſhow'd 
a Piece of Painting, 'tis true, of ſome of the Hi- 
ſtorical Parts of our Saviour's Life, the Compoſi- 


tion was admirable, and juſtly entertaining to 
Perſons of the fineſt Taſte. + Painting, Sir, you 


muſt know is the nobleſt Art, and this was the 


nobleſt Subject upon which it could be employed. 
Did yon then, Sir, ſo far abandon your ſelf to all 


Truth and Modeſty, as to affirm both in Writ- 
ing and I'ceaching, that the Deſign of ſhowing 


this Picture was to ſeduce the People to Idolatry ? 


And was you ſo imprudent, as to have proclaimed - 
| | to 


— 


(4 ) Ore Wrighclon, who focved a Pere of Fainting for Mo- 


T1 


to the World your Want of Taſte, and extreme 
Ignorance of the Belles Lettres? Did you really, 
Sir, envy the Stranger the Profits? Was you a- 
fraid left the Devotion of the Populace jhould 
have been carried off from you- to the Picture ? 
Or, did you act the Part of the Politician, in im- 
proving the Opportunity of raiſing your Cha- 
racter upon ſo popular a Subject? Did you then, 
Sir, actuated by theſe Motives, ſound the Alarm 
in the Pulpit to the Populace, and did not they as 
zealouſly obey your DireCtions, by mobbing the 
Stranger (a) 1n great Numbers, and committing 
ſeveral Inſolencies and Diſorders in Contempt of 
the Laws and Civil Magiſtrate? 
Now, Sir, I have done with my Queſtions, and 
T expect an Anſwer for your Juſtthcation. The 
Facts are Plain, and, if you deny them, Iam in 
Charity bound to believe you. To confeſs them pub- 
lickly Iam: ſure you will not have the Aſſurance, 
as abandoned as you may be. And, if you are ſi- 
lent on the Head, I and the World too will, accor- 
ding to the Practice of the Civil Court, preſume 
your Silence the ſtrongeſt Conteſſion of your Guilt, 
And, if gmlty, Behold, the Man fo admired, ſo 
beloved, fo extravagantly adorned ! Behold this 
Idol of the Mob, a Man treacherous in Friendſiup, 
poſitive in Opinion, and void of Charity; an Ene- 
my to good Men, Learning and true Piety, actuated 
by Pride, and full of Ambition, unforgiving, unre- 
lenting, unreſigning, deceiving and deluding Man- 
kind;robbing underthe Mask of Sanctity; revenge- 
ful, debaſing the Couſciences of others for the moſt 
wicked Ends; ignorant of true Religion, and high- 
ly preſumptuons in his own ſuperior Holineſs, 
an enemy to good Senſe ; and, laſtly, a Gabueber 
0 


(a) 4t Bridgend, 4 little Village eppoſite to berth, on the oth 


* 


Side of the Rider, oa tb ] uly laſt, 


. N | 
of the Peace of the World, and Order of Civil So- 
Ciety! Is not this a fine Character, Sir? I preſume 
youwould notchuſe to wear it; and ſhall not give 
it you unleſs you deferve. it But, if yonr Guilt 
ſhall appear, it your Conduct ſhall hereafter any 
way appear cenſurable, you may take my Word bs. 
on, it ſhall paſs without Animadverſion. You 
have hitherto reigned in Print, and your Writings, 
while no bade Conſequence appeared from them, 
the World, it ſeems, thought did not deſerve any An- 
ſwer. But now, Sir, that you are ſaid to ſpeak and 
write Things manifeſtly deſtructive of the publick 
Quiet, I thought it my Duty, if poſſible, to pre- 
vent the Danger. He who can procure Peace, but 
to a Corner of his Country, does a meritorious 
Work; and, if he but intends it, deſerves the 
Thanks of good Men. 


| Nota, That the Autbor, for ſome [ccret Reaſons, 
probably as he was not perſonally acquainted with the 
Gentleman be wrote to, defired a Friend of his, 
whoſe Recommentiation be thougbt would be particu- 
» larly acceptable to Mr. Wilſon, to ſend it toMr.Wilſon _ 
incloſ d under bis Cover, and to write ſuch an apo- 
logy as be thought woulda uſber it in with a good Grace 
to that bonourable Gentleman; and the Friend, who 
chuſed to diſguiſe himſelf under the Name of Antize-. 
lotes, ſo acceptable to Mr. Wilſon, ſent the Letter to 
Mr. Wilſon on the 5th of Auguſt, and wrote to bim 
as follows, „ 2 os 
SI K, Perth, Aug. 5th 1735. 


Send you incloſed a Letter, which I was deſired 
by a Friend to ſend you ſome Weeks ago; but, 


as the Author had put the Honour upon me to re- 
i | fer 


„ 
ler dt to my Perdful, he at the ſame Time atked 
the Favour that I would take the Trouble ta deli - 
ver it to you at ſuch a Time, and ti recommend it 
in ſuch a Manner, as I my ſelt {honld judge moſt 


table. Thought therefore this the moſt ſea - 


ſonable Occaſion, © immediately before the ap- 
progchmg Faſt, — 3 Enquicy with . 

u, expecting that it will engage you in an En · 
os: infinitely more alba of more Advans - 
tage; I mean, Sir, a Review or your own Life and 
Adiions. Shonld riot the Prieft; who is to attone for 
the Sins of a whole People, be: himſelf undefil'@ ? 
Ought not you, Who pretend to be the univerſal. 
Monitor, firſt to remove the Scandal of your own 


Life? The Stile and Manner in which my Friend + - 


has wrote, is, I muſt acknowledge, Sir, ſamewhat 
vehement, but this you muſt not-1mpute to any per- 
ſonal Diſreſpect for you, but merely to the natu- 
ral fire ot his Temper; which inclines him to place 
both Men and their Actions in the ſtrongeſt Light. 
Such as it is, Sin, I lodge it with yun, aid & 
it will ſerve at leaſt for u Directory in 
1 
r, and I will as honeſtly improve it: 
- But, — 5 e it, and go on: till in the 
beaten Path, I can aſſure you; Sir, the Author will 
think himſelf obliged to carry on his Enquiry, not 
in an Addreſs to you, but by an Appeal to the Pub- 
lick; he will take off your Mask however fecure- - 
ly you may think to bind it on, he will unravel 
every Deſign, expoſe every Artifice, and leave you 
naked to the, Eyeot the World. am 
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